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REPORT OF THE CHIEF TOPOGRAPHICAL 
ENGINEER.—Concluded, 





177. Harbor of Buffalo, New York. The appro- 
priations and expenditures heretofore made at this 
place originated at a period when few anticipated its 
extraordinary increase and extensive commerce ; and 
although they were highly essential, and have been 
extremely beneficial, yet the great increase of the 
trade of that place gives now to previous efforts and 
plans for the benefit of the harbor a local and limited 
character—rather the protection of a dock than the 
construction of a harbor. There is, in fact, no har- 
bor, properly speaking, at Buffalo, under the protec. 
tion of which revenue and other national vessels, or 
vessels engaged in commerce, can safely ride at an- 
chor during storms, or during periods of floating ice. 
These convictions early impressed themselves upon 
the department, and, in consequence of its directions, 
the officer of the corps on that station was ordered to 
make a thorough survey of the offing, in order to 
ascertain if a harbor, commensurate to present and 
increasing wants, and which should furnish a protec. 
tion for national as well as commercial marine, af- 
fording the required shelter at all times, could not be 
made. ’ 

178, The duty was executed with much ability. 
A survey, full of interest, was made, and the plan 
and estimate duly submitted. These were laid before 
Congress in February, 1840. 

179. The plan consists in the construction of a 
breakwater, and in the extension of the present pier, 
in a western direction, so as to cover the entrance at 
the southern end of the breakwater, and to turn the 
floating ice outside of the breakwater structure into 
the current and direction of the Niagara. 

180. Among other consequences of this arrange- 
ment, it will furnish “a safe harbor for vessels run. 
ning for a port during the heaviest gales from the 
southwest; for not only vessels bound to the port 
would seek its shelter from storms, but vessels from 
all parts of the lake are compelled to direct their 
course towards it, unable, frequently, to resist the 
violence of the tempest, or to run into harbors of less 
easy access.” 4 

181. The position becomes under this aspect an 
object of peculiar importance ; and when it is also 
considered that Buffalo is the eastern point of con- 
centration of the lake trade, the proposed harbor 
there becomes one of protection and refuge for the 
whole lake commerce. 

182, Tho plan, in all of its parts, completed above 
the water line and carried to the desired height, with 





the materials and in the manner contemplated by the 
officer who made the survey, would require a large 
expenditure. 

183, Plans of works of this kind embrace the di- 
rection and position of the structure; its dimensions 
—length, breadth, and height; the batter or slight 
slope, in proportion to height; the materials—wood, 
iron, stone; and method of construction. This last 
involves two considerations—one of construction un- 
der water, the other above; its finish, and the style 
of work; which, however, are often intimately allied 
to strength and durability. 

184, These are the general or leading items of an 
estimate ; to which may be added, the-essential mat- 
ter of soil, or natural foundation upon which the 
work is to rest. This last, in the present case, is 
highly favorable, as the soundings of the survey in- 
dicate a rocky bottom. 

185. There are some of these items upon which, 
in reference to the present locality, there can be 
scarcely differences of opinion; there are others in 
reference to which such differences may well exist. 
On these accounts, it isnot unusual when appropria- 
tions authorizing the commencement of g work are 
granted, to have the plan and estimate carefully re- 
vised, in all its details, by a board of officers, the re- 
port of which, being submitted to the War Depart- 
ment, and having there received what further exami- 
nation may be desirable, with the aid of the chief of 
the corps, it is then, if approved by the War Depart. 
ment, retained in the bureau, as authority and asa 
guide for its operations, 

186. But, as before remarked, this course is a con- 
sequence of appropriations by which the work is au- 
thorized, and generally follows a first appropriation 
for a new work. The plan which was made in 1839, 
for the construction of a harbor at Buffalo, has al- 
ways been considered in the character of a new work 
at that place; and as soon as any appropriation is 
obtained for it, it will be carried through the ordeal 
of a board, as just described. 

187. Also, as before remarked, there are matters 
in such structures upon which all opinions will pro- 
bably unite; there is, therefore, always a sufficiency 
of certainties for the department to decide upon the 
propriety of a preliminary estimate, and for Con. 
gress to decide upon the propriety of a preliminary 
appropriation. 

188. In this case, what may be treated as certain. 
ties are: Ist. The necessity for the work itself. 
Buffalo being the point at which the trade of the 
lakes concentrates, the amount of that trade being 
known, and the fact that there is no harbor there in 
which shipping can lie at anchor, places this question 
beyond doubt. 
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189. 2d. ‘The position or plan of the work. This 
is decided by a knowledge of the prevailing winds, 
storms, currents, floating ice, and bottom; all of 
which have been carefully ascertained. 

190. 3d. Cross sections of the work. The depth 
of water, and ability to resist the surf and ice, deter- 
mine this point. Experience in similar structures 
on the lakes gives its desirable aid. 

191. 4th. Materials and mode of structure under 
water. Here, also, experience lends its efficient aid, 
as well as in reference to cost. Upon the lakes, we 
know from experience that timber submerged lasts as 
long as any material; therefore, under water, the 
timber crib, loaded with stone, is an approved struc. 
ture. 

192. From these certainties, then, sufficient data 
forapreliminary estimate, deserving every confidence, 
are always to be obtained. 

193. As the work approaches the surface of the 
water, rises above it, and is carried to the required 
height, there arise questions upon which differences 
of opinion may exist, and in reference to which the 
reasons and opinions of a board of officers are so de- 
sirable. Shall the crib’;work be continued with tim. 
ber imbued with some of the mineral saits? Shall 
concrete be used? Shall masonry? Which last in. 
volves considerations of all the various kinds of ma. 
sonry applicable to such structures. ‘These are mat- 





‘ e P | 
ters in reference to which questions of comparative 


cost, of facility in their use, of durability, of time to 
complete, of liability to accidents, &c., would form 
matter for the reasoning and experience of a board, 
and appert@in to the ultimate completion of the work. 
Yet, however, it must be admitted that works of this 
kind can be completed, and be made to render all 
the use anticipated trom them, with perishable ma. 
terials, when, in the course of a few years, as these 
materials yield, the more permanent cuuld be made 
to supply their places. But, at the same time, it 
cannot be doubted that the gradual completion of 
the superstructure in the first instance, machinery 
being at liand, and laborers experienced, would be 
far the most economical course. 

194, Yet, from the ascertain sd ‘data of the present 
case, and from the experience of works which have 
been in positions somewhat similar, a preliminary es- 
timate, deserving of the greatest confidence, can be 
made. 

195. Therefore, to procure the requisite materials 
to construct, launch, and place the cribs, to load 
them with stone, to raise them to a height that will 
afford requisite protection to the harbor, and to pre. 
pare them for the permanent materials and for the 
construction of the proper superstructure, may be 
stated with safety at (but not in my judgment at less 
than) three hundred thousand dollars. I have given 
to this matter no little consideration, and would be 
unwilling to hazard my opinion that as much of the 
structure as I have indicated could be made as such 
works should be for less than the amount stated. 

196. ‘The amounts, however, which shall be yearly 
required, involve other reflections, im no wise affect. 
ing the durability or character of the work. ‘These 
amounts may, Within certain limits, be made to yield 











—— 


to convenience and other considerations, without 
prejudice to the work. Also, during the first season 
of commencing works of magnitude, so much has 
to be done in the way of arrangements, and propor- 
tionally solittle of actual work, that a small amount 
will suffice. Applying these reflections to the pre. 
sent case, an estimate for forty thousand dollars is 
submitted. 

197. Harbor of Erie, Pennsylyania—Lake Erie. 
This harbor has been considered and rated as a first 
class harbor on this lake ; it is also the only harbor 
of any note upon the borders of this lake within the 
limits of the State of Pennsylvania. 

198. ‘The works here have nad for their object, 
first, to procure a greater depth at its eastern en. 
trance, at which there had been a depth of from four 
to five fect; but, from the effect of the structures at 
this entrance, the passage into the harbor was 
deepened to from eleven to twelve feet ; the imme. 
diate passage between the piers became much deeper. 

199. Second. ‘To protect the western end of the 
island, or rather Presqu-’isle, as it was then, from the 
abrasion of the sea. 

200. ‘Third. At a later period, within the last four 
years, 0 Open a passage at the western end of the 
harbor into the lake. By opening this passage, 
which is through a narrow spit of sand, Erie would 
become a common stopping place of boats going up 
and down the lake. But as itis now, from having 
but one entrance, and that the eastern end of the 
harbor, the delays are so great in stopping there that 
it may really be considered as out of the track of 
lake travel. ‘Phe harbor is, in itself, uncommonly 
fine, completely landlocked, of great capacity and 
depth, and pertectly protected from the drift and 
floating ice of the lake. It has been most carefully 
and most accurately surveyed, and a chart of it upon 
a large scale, is now in the bureau. 

201. Our efforts to open a channel at the western 
end promise the most signal success, as, although 
but one line of crib work had been established, and 
that not extended to the length contemplated, it had 
already made a passage across the sand of about four 
feet deep. 

202. ‘The opening of the eastern end is one of the 
first of these efforts on this lake; and, although it has 
stood admirably, yet it has felt the effects of time, 
and of those causes of decay to which timber is ex- 
posed when occasionally wet and dry, near the water 
line and above. Much of this old work will have to 
be renewed, and the superstructure should be nade 
of durable materials. 

203. The opening of these two channels will, no 
doubt, create a current in the harbor ; and the design 
in the plan of the entrances is to give that current 
a direction towards the wharves and landing places 
of the town, so that the usual deposite froin still water 
will not take piace there. 

204. Our operations at this place felt the suspen- 
sion of appropriations before spoken of, leaving the 
new work unfinished and the old without means to 
repair. The amount yet required to complete these 
works, upon the plans submitted to Congress in i*eb-. 
ruary, 1840, is three hundred and twenty-six thou- 
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sund one hundred and fifty dollars; but, for the same 
reasons as those stated in the case of Buffalo, a 
small amount, say thirty thousand dollars, will be 
sufficient for the year ending 30th of June, 1845, 
205. Harbor of Cleveland, Ohio—Lake Erie. ‘This 
harbor is at the mouth of Cuyahoga river, and is 
also the eastern terminus of the Ohio Canal. ‘The 
first efforts of the United States to ameliorate the 


entrance were in 1827; and a statement of the ope. | 


rations of every year, of estimates, and of extensions 
of the work, up to 1839, will be found in the report 
from this office of 1840. 

206. It will be seen that, under these operations, 
an entrance, which, before the works were begun, 
had scarcely water enough for more than the easy 
passage of common barges, commanded in 1831 a 
depth of ten feet, in 1833 eleven feet; which it has 
maintained since, except when the piers have been 
injured. 

207. When the surveys of Buffalo and of Erie 
were made, in 1839, it was also contemplated to 
make a similar survey at Cleveland, in order to re- 
vise the plau fur the improvement of the harbor, and 
to sce what additional aid its rapidly developing re- 
sources required. But the absence of appropriations 
for such purposes obliged the survey to be suspended, 
and the estimates which were then and have been 
since brought to the consideration of Congress con- 
templated no more than the substitution of durable 
materials for the more perishable which had been 
used in the first construction of the piers. 

208. The piers have received all the extension 
into the lake which it had been contemplated to give 
them, being each about one thousand five hundred 
feet long. They were found to fulfil the most san- 
guine expectations, by maintaining, at all seasons of 
the year, a sufficient depth for the largest class of 
lake vessels, where, according to some accounts, pre. 
vious to their construction, the entrance, at times, 
exhibit the appearance of a dry sand bar. 

209. The operations for the last three years before 
the suspension of work were confined entirely to 
the substitution of durable materials for the pier 
work; and it is to complete this plan of substituting 
such for the more perishable that had been first used 
that estimates have since been made. 

210, ‘he estimate for this purpose was made in 
1839, by a board of officers organized for that pur- 


pose, and its amount is sixty-six thousand seven hun. | 


dred and twenty-one dollars. But at that time the 
work was in better condition than now; there were 
some materials on hand—machivery, tools, and bouts 
—which have since been sold ata sacrifice, and have 
become more or less destroyed and lost. ‘These can. 
not be renewed without soine cost, and, consequent. 
ly, not without proportionally affecting the estimate. 
As part of the foregoing estimate, and for the ser- 
vice of the year ending the 30th of June, 1845, the 
sum of thirty thousand dollars is required. 

211, The rapidly increasing commerce of this 
place will probably, before many years, call for so.ne 
inore extensive accommodation than is now afforded. 
But while the modification of the piers, as now pro- 
posed, remains unattended to, it sceims unnecessary 


to anticipate what shape that increased accommoda- 
tion will have to take. But of any plan, the pier 
entrance to the river forms an essential part ; there- 
fore, the completion of these piers as proposed, which 
is, the substitution of durable for the present perish. 
able materials, is not only necessary to perpetuate 
and to complete what has been already begun, but is 
an essential preliminary to any other and more ex. 
| tensive accommodation to the trade. - 

| 212. St. Joseph’s harbor, Lake Michigan. The 
work at this place was renewed by appropriations 
amounting to twenty-five thousand dollars, made dur. 
ing the last session of Congress. As soon as ar- 
rangements could be made, the crib work was com- 
menced, and, from the report just received, about six 
hundred and twenty-five feet of crib pier will be put 
in place, loaded, and secured, before the winter inter. 
rupts the work, 

‘The work of this season ha¥ been confined, almost 
exclusively, to the southern pier. Already its bene. 
ficial effects are apparent; and vessels now get in 
and out easily, and without the necessity of aid from 
the tow of a steamboat—which aid had before to be 
trequently obtained. Also, vessels drawing nine feet 
and a quarter can now readily, in moderate weather. 
enter the mouth of the river. 

213, Harbor of Chicago, Illinois—Lake Michigan, 
On the renewal of the work at this place, by virtue 
of the appropriations of the last session of Congress, 
it was found necessary to renew all of the machinery 
except the dredge boat; as that which had been pre- 
viously used was either worn out or much injured 
from dieuse and unavoidable exposure tothe weather. 
The amount of these appropriations was twenty-five 
thousand dollars. 

214. Measures for thé extension of the work were 
adopted as soon as practicable, and by the Ist of 
September two hundred feet of crib piers had been 
put down and filled with stone; and, with the mate- 
rials then on hand and contracted for, two hundred 
and sixty feet more of crib pier will probably be com- 
pleted before the work has to be suspended, from the 
inclemency of the wiuter. 

215. Up to 1839, the piers at this place were car- 
ried out equally and parallel to each other. In that 
year a bar was found to have formed acrosg tige en- 
| trance of the harbor, and so close to the head of the 

piers as to prevent the ingress of vessels of the larg- 
est class. It being necessary to extend tbe piers 
across she bar, it was deemed expedient to expend 
the balance of the appropriation (twelve thousand 
dollars) in extending the north pier alone, and also 
}to give the pier a direction more to the north, with 
a view to make the harbor accessible to vessels dur- 
ing the prevalence of winds from the northeast; and 
with the hope that, if a bar should form after the ex- 
tension was made, the influence of the pier, in its 
new direction, would be to cause it to form at such 
a distance from the pier head as to allow a passage 
for vessels there. And it was determined not to ex- 
tend the south pier any farther; which the experi- 
ence of the last three years proved to have been ju- 
dicious; for, although the bar has formed nearly 
across the eatrance of the harbor, its direction is to 
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the southeast, and it is so far from the end of the 
south pier as to leave a channel round the south end 


little more than settle arrearages and make repairs. 
The work of gradual completion requires more effi- 


of it, (the bar,) the general depth of which is over|cient aid, or will be of very slow progress. 

twelve feet, which is sufficient for the largest class} 222. But to repair these works, to keep them in 
of vessels navigating the lakes. But its width, ow-| order, and thereby to enable the country to profit by 
ing to the great length of the south pier, is not great | the expenditures which have been made, is, in itself, 
enough. ‘This will be remedied by the extension of|a matter of great importance, and one that cannot 


the north pier, now in progress. 


be neglected without the loss of all that has been ex- 


216. The exports from this harbor, for 1842, are| pended upon them. A small estimate, to cover such 
stated at eight hundred and twenty-four thousand | objects, is therefore submitted, of sixty thousand dol- 
one hundred and thirty-one dollars; the entries and | lars. 
clearances, at one thousand four hundred and ten;} 223. When Captain Hughes was in Europe, his 
and the amount of tonnage employed in its trade, for | attention was directed to the system of drainage of 
that year, at one hundred and seventeen thousand | low lands, as pursued in Holland, and particularly in 


seven hundred and eleven. 


reference to the mechanical means and differences of 


217. The entire contemplated extension of the|cost. Since his return, his engagements upon the 
north pier is nine hundred and ninety feet; six hun-/| duties of his corps have been so incessant, that it has 
dred and sixteen of which will probably be raised two not been until lately that he has had the leisure of 
feet above the water s@rface with present appropria-| making up his report on those subjects, which I have 
tions, which will leave three hundred and eighty-five | now the honor to submit to your consideration as an 
feet (including the pier head) for future operations | appendix to this. 
and appropriations. Itis not contemplated toextend| 224. This bureau is the depository of a great fund 
this pier further than is now indicated ; as it is be-| of geographical and topographical matter—surveys 
lieved that the work, when completed to that point, |of parts of the coast, of dangerous bars and shoals, 
will furnish as good an entrance as can probably be| of harbors and rivers—the results of the labors of the 
made, and sufficient for the largest class of steam/corps. Application is frequently made for this in. 


vessels employed upon the lakes. 





formation, by publishers of maps and charts; and, if 


218. It is believed that thirty thousand dollars! practicable, it is always furnished. 
will complete this pier as proposed; and therefore no| 225. Among the matter which has been collected, 
more than that amount will be asked for the esti-| are vast numbers of approximate determinations of 


mate for the ensuing fiscal year. 


latitudes and longitudes. These are scattered over 


219. Harbor of Milwaukie, Territory of Wiscon-| various reports and charts, which, making them dif- 
sin—Lake Michigan. This is a new work. The ficalt to find, reduces the advantages which they 
first appropriations for it, amounting to thirty thou. | might otherwise be to the gradual amelioration of 


sand dollars were made during the last session. 


the geography of the country. With the view, 


The position for the piers was determined by a | thevafase, of diffusing this information, I have had 


board of officers organized for tio purpose, and which 


it collected in a tabular form, and have appended it 


repaired to the locality in order to judge, from per. | to this report. 

sonal observations, as well as from the results of| 226. A series of magnetic observations had been 
surveys, of the position which, in their judgment, | for sometime made at Philadelphia, under the per- 
was the best. As soon as their decision was known | sonal inspection of Professor A. D. Bache, and at the 
and approved, the work was commenced. It has| expense of the American Philosophical Suciety. The 
been confined, for the present, entirely to the north | society becoming unable longer to meet these ex- 
pier, of which by the Ist of September, four hundred | penses, there was great danger that the observations 
and thirty-six feet had been put in place and sunk | would have to be discontinued before the series es- 
in wajgr varying from one to five feet deep; and it | sential to the development of the subject could be 


is expectéd that four hundred and fifty feet more will 
be sunk in water varying in depth from five to twelve 
feet, before the season for such work will have ter. 


minated. 


220. The estimate for the further progress of the 


completed. Under these circumstances, the scien- 
tific and distinguished professor just named applied 
to this bureau for the requisite aid, on the ground of 
the interesting connection which existed between his 
observations and the duties of the corps of topo. 


work, during the ensuing fiscal year, amounts to| graphical engineers. In his letter he says: * The 


twenty-five thousand dollars. 
I have now completed the specification of places 


magnetic observations heretofore made at different 
,| positions, in various countries, are about to be con. 


in conformity with the explanations which have/tinued for an additional term of three years; and 


been given, and with the custom which has prevail. 


ed in estimates of late years. 


221. For those narbor and river improvements 
not specified—places at which improvements had 
been commenced and partially completed by autho. 
rity of law—uit has been usual to submit a general 
estimate for repairs and gradual cympletion. It is 
no more than correct to say that the appropriations 
heretofore granted, under this head, have done but 


while we have here the instruments necessary to co- 
operate in this great work, we are without the means 
required to continue the observations, It has occur. 
red to me, that the results to be obtained are so di- 
rectly connected with the important geographic 
operations intrusted to the corps of topographical 
engineers, that you may feel authorized to lend the 
aid necessary to procure them. One of the most 
valuable of these is the progress of the daily varia- 
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tion of the magnetic needle, as determined, by obser. | “It may not be amiss to remark, in conclusion, 


vations at short intervals during the twenty-four 
hours, by the most perfect instruments. 

“In the nicer surveys made by the compass, it ap- 
pears desirable to have the means of knowing whe. 
ther the magnetic bearings are subject to irregulari- 
ties, and to measure these in certain cases. Again, 
almost every survey of a complex kind has a deter. 
mination of the variation of the magnetic needle at- 
tached to it, In surveys for boundary lines, such as 
have been committed to your corps, these elements 
become of especial importance. 

‘‘ Now, the magnetic observations made at distant 
places show that, upon the same continent, the 
changes of variation are nearly, if not quite, simul- 
taneous, and vary in amount according to determi- 
nate laws, so that fluctuations observed at one point 
will similarly affect needles at distant points, and 
may be safely taken as guides to their changes. 

“Nor are these changes so small that they may 
always be safely neglected in practice. The daily 
variation itself, even in the moderate magnetic lati- 
tude of Philadelphia, is frequently more than half a 
degree, and fluctuates on different days from perhaps 
less than five Minutes to thirty. It would certainly 
be satisfactory, in the nicer observations frequently 
made by your officers, to have an accurate know- 
ledge of these changes, so as to apply them to obser- 
vations at different parts of the day, or to those made 
for the absolute variation of the magnetic from the 
true meridian. 


that the expense of these observations will be mode. 
rate, as it will merely be that necessary to have them 
made. The superintendence of the observatory, and 
of the reductions of the observations, is a free-will 


| offering on my part, while the use of the observatory 


and of the instruments will doubtless be freely ten- 
dered for the purpose in view by the city authorities, 
who have placed them under my charge.” 

227. Fully impressed with the Just views of Pro. 
fessor Bache, they were duly submitted to your con. 
sideration, and recommended for your approval; 
which being granted, the observations have been 
continued without interruption, and are now going 
on. 

In reply to the information that you had approved 
of the continuation of the observations, Professor 
Bache remarks: ‘“‘ This step by the War Department 
will again bring our country into scientific connec. 
tion with the union established for conducting the 
most important series of combined observations pro. 
posed in our times. I trust that you will not find 
that the direct value to your department of the ob. 
servations has been overrated.” 

228. Already this bureau has received highly in- 
teresting reports from Professor Bache, who has also 
promised to prepare returns of his previous observa- 
tions, if desirable, in order to make the series more 
complete. 

These will be received in the course of the winter, 








“But besides the ordinary diurnal variation of 
the needle, auroras affect it sensibly, causing it to 


deviate in mean latitudes more than half a degree | be printed, and one hundred copies bo allowed to the 


from its ordinary position; and these effects fre- 
quently begin before the aurora is visible, and con- 
tinue after it has disappeared. Besides these distur- 
bances, there are others, called by Humboldt mag- 
netic storms, causing wide deviations of the magnetic 


needle and not accompanied by other vis ible pheno- 
mena, 


“These irregular changes cou ld all be laid before 
you, so as to put the determinations of the absolute 
variation beyond a doubt, and probably to reconcile 
many discrepancies not otherwise to be accouuted for, 

“There is another way in which the observatory 
and these observations might be rendered useful to 
you, namely, by determining the actual error of the 
compasses which may be used in important surveys, 
either from accidental magnetism in the brass parts 
of the instrument, or from the magnetic axis not ex- 
actly coinciding with the axis of figure of the needle, 

“Without any additional expense to your depart- 
ment, a number of other results in strict concert 
with the observations in other places could be fur. 
nished to you, enabling you to contribute important 
data to magnetic and meteorological science, both 
eminently practical branches. 

‘“‘Should you regard this proposition favorably, I 
shall be happy to furnish you the reduced observa- 
tions in such a form as may be best adapted to the 
use of your corps, and at such times as you may di- 
rect, and to put the whole at your disposal, for com- 
munication to Congress, or for such other purpose 
48 you may choose to apply them. 


and will be ready for such disposition as Congress 
shall please to direct. 
Allow me respectfully to suggest that they should 


bureau for distribution. 
Respectfully submitted by, sir, your obedient ser- 
vant, J. J. ABERT, 
Col. Corps of Top. Engineers. 
| Hon. J. M. Porter, . 
Secretary of War. 





Frioatine ALARM WuistLes To Give Mariners No- 
TICE ON SHOALS AND Rocxs.—Among Mr. Hobb’s nu. 
merous inventions for the preservation of life and 
property at sea, is a floating alarm whistle, of such 
power as to be heard at a distance of many miles. It 
is somewhat similar to a huge barrel organ, with a 
downward projection in the centre, and moored with 
a check chain to the bottom of the sea, to prevent a 
heavy sea from upsetting it. The repeated motion 
of the waves gives a continual seesaw moiton, and 
there is an arrangement of valves, by which, at eve. 
ry depression the water would be carried through the 
bottom from the centre to the end of the shaft, driv. 
ing oat the air which had entered at its previous rise 
ing, up a chimney. The whistle is composed of nine 
powerful tongues on the accordion principle, and 
there is an arrangement by which nine more power- 
ful tongues act, but only in rough weather, thus in. 
creasing the sound, during the further raging of the 
storm. A sounding beacon is also among his valu- 
able inventions, for fixing on rocks, and which, al- 





ways turning its mouth to the wind, would, in @ 
small current, make a powerful noise. 
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Communication. 
HISTORICAL NOTES.—No. IL. 


FIRST SEA FIGHT OF THE REVOLUTION. 





“The first nautical enterprise that succeeded 
the battle of Lexington, was one of purely pri- 
vateadventure. The intelligence of this con- 
flict was brought to Machias, in Maine, on 
Saturday, the 9th of May,* 1775. Anarmed 
schooner called the Margaretta, in the service 
of the Crown, was lying in port, with two 
sloops under her convoy, that were loading 


So anxious was the Margaretta to avoid a collision, 
that Captain Moore now cut away his boats; but 
finding this ineffectual, and that his assailants were 
fast closing with him, he opened a fire, the schooner 
having an armament of four light guns, and fourteen 
swivels. A man was killed on board the sloop, which 
immediately returned the fire with a wall-piece. This 
discharge killed the man at the Margaretta’s helm, 
and cleared her quarter deck. The chooner broach- 
ed to, when the sloop gave a general discharge. Al- 
most at the same instant the two vessels came afoul 
of each other. A short conflict now took place with 
musketry, Captain Moore throwing hand grenades 
with considerable effect, in person. This officer 
was immediately afterwards shot down, however, 





with lumber on behalf of the King’s govern- 
ment. Those who brought the news were en- | 
joined to be silent, a plan to capture the Mar- 
garetta having been immediately projected 
among some of the more spirited of the inha- 


while in church, but the scheme failed in consequence 
of the precipitation of some engaged. Captain 
Moore, who commanded the Margaretta, saw the 
assailants, and with his officers, escaped through 
the windows of the church to the shore, where they 
were protected by the guns of their vessel. 

“The alarm was now taken, springs were got on 
the Margaretta’s cables, and a few harmless shot were 
fired over the town, by way of intimidation. After 
a little delay, however, the schooner dropped down 
below the town, toa distance exceeding a league. 


Here she was followed, summored to surrender, . 


and fired on from a high bank, which her own shot 
could not reach. ‘The Margaretta again weighed, 
and running into the bay at the confluence of the two 
rivers, anchored. 

‘¢ The following morning, which was Monday, the 
llth of May,t four young men took possession of 
one of the lumber sloops, and bringing her alongside 
of a wharf, they gave three cheers as a signal for 
volunteers. On explaining that their intentions were 
to make an attack on the Margaretta, a party of 
about thirty-five athletic men wag soon collected. 
Arming themselves with fire-arms, pitch-forks, and 
axes, and throwing a small stock of provisions into 
the sloop, these spirited freemen made sail on their 
craft with a light breeze at the northwest. 

«When the Margaretta observed the approach of | 


the sloop, she weighed and crowded sail to avoid a| 


conflict that was every way undesirable, as her com. | 


mander was not yet apprised of all the facts that had 
occurred near Boston, In jibing the schooner car. | 


when the people of the sloop boarded, and took pos. 


| session of the Margaretta. The loss of life in this 


affair was not very great, though twenty men on both 
sides are said to have been killed and wounded. 


_ The force of the Margaretta, even in men, was much 


bitants. The next da y) being Sunday, at was _ the most considerable, though the crew of no regular 


hoped that the officers of the latter might be seized | 


cruiser can ever equal in spirit and energy a body of 
_ Volunteers assembled on an occasion like this, 

| There was no original commander in the sloop but 
| previously to engaging the schooner»Jeremiah OQ’. 
Brien was selected for that station. (5.) 

“This affair was the Lexington of the seas, for, like 

| that celebrated land conflict, it wasa rising of the 

people against a regular force, was characterized by 
a long chase, a bluody struggle, and a triumph. Jt 
_ was also the first blow struck on the water, after the 
_war of the American Revolution had actually com. 
menced. (6.) 

“The armament of the Margaretta was transferred 
toa sloop, and Mr. O’Brien made an attack on two 
, small English cruisers, that were said to have been 
sent out from Halifax,expressly to capturehim. By 

separating these vessels, he took them both, with 
little resistance, and the prisoners were all carried to 
_Watertown, where the Provincial Legislature of 
| Massachusetts was then assembled. The gallantry 
_and good conduct of Mr. O’Brien was so generally 
| admired, that he was immediately appointed a Cap. 
tain in the marine of the Colony, and sent on 
‘the coast with his two last prizes, with orders to 
intercept vessels bringing supplies to the royal 
| forces.” (7.)—Cooper’s History of the Navy, Chap. 
iIV. « 


! 


NOTE (5.) 


The Margaretta arrived at Machiason Fri- 
day, the 2d day of June, and was captured on 
Monday, the 12th of June, not on “ Monday 
the 11th of May,” 1775. She was taken at 


ried away her main-boom, but continuing tostand on, | the entrance of the harbor, after a fight which 


she ran into Holmes’ bay, and took a spar out of a 
vessel that was then lying there. While these re. 
pairs were making, the sloop hove in sight, and the 
Margaretta stood out to sea, in the hope of avoiding 
her. 

“The wind now freshened, and the sloop proved to 
be the better sailer, with the wind on the quarter. 


*The 9th of May, 1775, was ‘Cuesday. 





Mav 11, 1775, was on Thursday. 


“lasted for near the space of an hour,” not b 

one sloop “with about thirty-five athletic 
men,’ but by two vessels, one a sloop with about 
forty men, under the command of Captain O- 
brian, the other a small schooner, with about 
twenty men, commanded by Captain Foster. 
The “plan to capture the Margaretta” was not 
projected immediately on hearing the news of 
the battle of Lexington, which had probably 
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reached Machias a month before the arrival of 
that vessel; the people did not intend to seize 
her officers; but, for reasons fully set forth in an 
official report of the affair, drawn up and dated 
at Machias, June | 4th, 1775, they laid a plan, 
(the only plan projected,) to seize the two ob- 
noxious persons whom Captain Moore was 
sent there to protect. 


Macuias, June 14, 1775. 

On the 2d iastant, Captain Ichabof#Jones arrived at 
this river with two sloops, accompinied with one 
of the King’s Tenders. On the 3d instant, a paper 
was handed about for the people to sign as a prere- 
quisite to their obtaining any provisions, of which 
we were in great want. The contents of this paper 
required the signers to indulge Captain Jones in car- 
rying lumber to Boston, and to protect him and his 
property at all events; bat, unhappily for him, if not 
for us, it soon expired, after producing effects directly 
contrary in their nature to those intended. 

The next effort, in order to carry these favorite 
points, was to call a meeting, which was according- 
ly done. On the 6th the people generally assembled 
at the place appointed, and seemed so averse to the 
measure proposed, that Captain Jones privately went 
to the Tender, and caused her to remove up so near 
the town, that her guns would touch the houses, and 
springs upon her cables, The people, however, not 
knowing what was done, and considering themselves 
nearly as prisoners of war, in the hands of the com. 
mon enemy, which is our only plea for suffering Cap- 
tain Jones to carry any lumber to Boston, passed a 
vote that Captain Jones might proceed in his busi 


ness as usual, without molestation, that they would | 


purchase the provisions he brought into the place, 
and pay him according to contract. 

After obtaining this vote, Captain Jones immedi- 
ately ordered his vessels to the wharf, and distribu. 
ted his provisions among those only, who were in fa- 
vor of his carrying lumber to Boston. This gave 
such offence to the aggrieved party, that they deter- 
mined to take Captain Jones, if possible, and put a 
final stop to his supplying the King’s troops with 
any thing. Accordingly they secretly invited the 
people of Mispecks and Pleasant River to join them; 
accordingly a number of them came, and having 
joined our people in the woods, near the settlement, 
on the 11th, (Sunday,) they all agreed to take Cap- 
tain Jones and Stephen Jones, Esq., in the place of 
worship; which they attempted, but Captain Jqpes 
made his escape into the woods, and does not yet ap- 
pear. Stephen Jones, Esq., only, was taken and re. 
mains, as yet, under guard. 

The captain and lieutenant of the Tender were 
also in the meeting-house, and fled to their vessel, 
hoisted their flag, and sent a message on shore to 
this effect :— That he had express orders to protect 
‘* Captain Jones; that he was determined to do his 
“duty while he had life; and that if the people pre- 
‘‘sumed to stop Captain Jones’s vessels, he would 
“burn the town.” Upon this a party of our men 
went directly to stripping the sloop that lay at the 
wharf, and another party went off to take possession 








of the other sloop, which lay below, and brought her 
up, nigh a wharf, and anchored her in the stream. 

The Tender did not fire, but weighed her anchors 
as privately as possible, and in the dusk of the even- 
ing fell down, and came to, within musket shot of 
the sloop, which obliged our people to slip their cable, 
and run the sloop aground. 

In the mean time a considerable number of our 
people, went down by boats and canoes, lined the 
shore directly opposite the Tender, and having de- 
manded her to surrender to America, received for 
answer,—* Fire and be damned ;” they immediately 
fired in upon her, which she returned, and a smart 
engagement ensued. The Tender at last slipped her 
cable, and fell down to a small sloop, commanded by 
Captain Toby, and lashed himself to her forthe re- 
mainder of the night. In the morning of the twelfth 
(Monday) they took Captain Toby out of his vessel 


for a pilot, and made all the sail they could to get — oa 
off, as the tide and wind favored ; but having carried ~~ 


away: her main-boom, and meeting with a sloop from 
the Bay of Fundy, they came to, and robbed the 
sloop of her boom and gaff, took almost all her pro- 
visions, together with Mr. Robert Avery, of Norwich, 
in Connecticut, and proceeded on her voyage. 

Our people secing her go off in the morning, de. 
termined to follow her. About forty men, armed 
with guns, swords, axes, and pitchforks, went into 
Captain Jones’s sloop, under the command of Captain 
Jeremiah Obrian; and about twenty, armed in the 
same manner, and under the command o; Captain 
Benjamin Foster, went in a small schooner. During 
the chase, our people bnilt them breast works of 
pine boards, and any other thing they could find in 
the vessels, that would screen them from the ene. 
my’s fire. 

The Tender, upon the first appearance of our peo- 
ple, cut her boats from her stern, and made all the 
sail she could; but being a dull sailer, they soon 
came up with her, and a most obstinate engagement 
ensued, both sides being determined to conquer or 
die: but the Tender was obliged to yield; her cap- 
tain was wounded in the breast, with two balls, of 
which wounds he died the next morning: poor Mr. 
Avery was killed, and one of the marines, and five * 
wounded. Only ono of our men was killed and six 
wounded, one of whom is since dead of his wounds, 

The battle was fought at the entrance of our har- 
bor, and lasted for near the space of an hour. We 
have in our possession four double fortified three- 
pounders, and fourteen swivels, and a number of 
small arms, which we took with the Tender, besides 
a very smail quantity of ammunition, &e. 


NOTE (6.) 


The capture of the Margaretta, on the 12th 
of June, 1775, was not “ the first blow struck 
on the water,” “the first nautical enterprise 
that succeeded the battle of Lexington.” An 
enterprise as daring and as successful, was 
projected and effected by some inhabitants of 
Dartmouth, on the 13th of the preceding 
month of May. ‘The veil thrown over this 
transaction by policy has never been raised 
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by history; and tradition, at best a careless if 
not an unfaithful chronicler of past events, has, 
by suppressing names, and falsifying dates, 
transferred whatever credit was due to the 
persons engaged in it, to the captors of the 
Margaretta. The authentic references to this 
affair, are now found only in isolated scraps 
and fragments; these, however, when brought 
together furnish sufficient evidence that it “was 
characterized by a long chase, a bloody strug- 
gle, and a triumph.” 


New York, May 22, 1775.—Thursday, (May 18,) 
Captain Reynolds spoke with Captain Lindsay, in 
the Falcon sloop of war, who acquainted him, that 
having advice that a sloop lay at a place called Sand- 
wich, that had carried some provisions to Provi- 
dence, &c., for the use of the Boston Provincials, he 
despatched his Lieutenant with his Tender and 
twenty men, and two other officers to take posses- 
sion of her; which they accordingly did. But be- 
fore they could carry her off, she was taken, as also 
the Tender, by some boats from the country; and 
the lieutenant lost his arm, the gunner was wound- 
ed in the head, and the Doctor’s mate in one of his 
legs. TMe seamen were sent prisoners into the 
country. 


Newport, R. I., May 22, 1775.—The week before 
last, Captain Lindsay of the Falcon sloop of war, 
took two sloops on the coast between this place and 
the Vineyard, without the least reasonable pretence 
that we can learn; upon which the people at the 
Eastward manned out two of their vessels, retook 
the sloops, and carried them into Fair Haven, in 
Dartmouth, last Saturday se’ennight, (May 13,) 
with fourteen of Captain Lindsay’s men, three of 
whom were wounded, which three were kept there, 
and taken good care of, and one other, who was a 
Doctor’s mate, was kept to dress their wounds ; the 
others were sent to Taunton the next day. 


Worcester, May 24, 1775.—The week before 
last, the Falcon sloop of war was cruising about 
Cape Cod, and meeting with a sloop, in ballast, seiz- 
ed her, but promising the Skipper to rclease him and 

“his vessel if he would give information of any vessel 
that was just arrived from the West Indies, with a 
cargo on board, he at length told the captain of the 
Falcon that there was a sloop at Dartmouth, which 
had just arrived ; whereupon the captain of the Fal- 
con, instead of releasing the wood sloop, armed and 
manned her, and sent her in search of the West In- 
dia man ; they found the vessel lying at anchor, but 
her cargo was landed; however, they seized her and 
carried her off, after putting part of their crew and 
some guns and ammunition on board. 

Notice of this getting on shore, the people fitted 
out a third sloop, with about thirty men and two 
swivel guns, and went in pursuit of these royal pi- 
rates, whom they came up with at Martha’s Vine- 
yard, where they lay at anchor, at about a league's 
distance from each other. The first surrendered 
without firing a gun; our people, after putting a 
number of hands on board, bore down upon the oth. 
er, which by this time had got under sail; but the 


peuple of the Dartmouth sloop coming up with her, 
the pirates fired upon them; the fire was instartly 
returned, by which three of the pirates were wound. 
ed, among whom was the commanding officer: our 
people boarded her immediately, and having retaken 
both sloops, carried them into Dartmouth, and sent 
the pfisoners to Cambridge, from whence nine of 
them were yesterday brought to this town. 


The Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, 
then in session, received, on the 16th of May, 
“a verbal information” of these captures, ‘I'he 
critical situation of their affairs, in respect to 
the other Colonies, demanded an exercise of 
the greatest circumspection on their part. It 
was of the utmost importance that in any case 
of a resort to arms, they should not appear to 
be the aggressors. ‘They could not tell how 
this second collision with the servants of the 
King would be viewed by the Colonies in ge- 


dy been charged by General Gage with the 
commencement of hostilities at Lexington. 
The account of that battle, accompanied by af- 
fidavits to prove that the first acts of hostility, 
on the 19th of April, were committed by the 
British troops, was but a few days before sub- 
mitted to the Continental Congress, who had 
it then under consideration. Hence the cau- 
tion of the Provincial Congress in all their 
proceedings relating to this affair. After long 
debate “the matter subsided;” and the Secre- 
tary was directed “to inform the gentlemen 
from Dartmouth of the determination of the 
Congress, respecting the information from 
| Dartmouth, and the reason thereof.” 


Tuesday, May 16, 1775.—Ordered, That Mr. 
Sullivan, Captain Stone, Colone: Farley, Major 
Brooks, and Doctor Rawson, be a committee to take 
into consideration a verbal information of the cap. 
ture of three vessels, by a King’s cutter, at Dart- 
mouth, and the retaking of two of them, and fifteen 
marines prisoners. 

P, M. Same day.—The committee who were ap- 
pointed to consider the information from Dartmouth, 
reported: The report was re-committed for further 
examination and inquiry into the affair. 

Wednesday, May 17, 1775, P. M—The committee 
appointed to consider the verbal information from 
Dartmouth, reported verbally, that the inhabitants of 
Daggmouth be advised to conduct themselves (with 
respect to the prisoners they have taken) agreeab'y 
to the direction of the Committee of Inspection for 
that town: And after long debate, it was Moved, 
that the consideration of this matter should subside ; 
and the question being put, it passed in the affirma- 
tive, and the matter subsided accordingly. 

Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to inform 
the gentlemen from Dartmouth, of the determination 
of the Congress, respecting the information from 
Dartmouth, and the reason thereof. 


Nine of the prisoners, it appears, were con- 
veyed to Worcester on the 23d of May ; but by 





what authority they were sent there, is not 
’ 


neral. The people of that Colony had alrea-. 
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stated, Four others were ordered to Concord, 
on the 7th of June, by the new Provincial 
Congress, which met at Watertown on the 31st 
of May. 

Tuesday, June 6, 1775, —Ordered, That Colonel 
Thompson, Major Brookes, and Colonel Cutt, be a 
committeo to inquire into the circumstances of bring- 
ing four prisoners to this place yesterday. 

Moved, That Congress take some order at this 
time relative to the prisoners: The question being 
put, it passed in the negative. 

P. M. Same day.—Ordered, That the committee 
appointed to inquire into the circumstances of bring 
ing four prisoners from Cambridge, be directed to 
make such provision for them as is necessary, till 
further orders from the Congress; and that said 
committee report what they think would be best to 
be done with them. 

Wednesday, June 7,1775.—The committee ap- 
pointed to consider what is best to be done with the 
four prisoners brought from Dartmouth via Cam. 
bridge, reported : The report was re-committed. 

P. M. Same day.—The committee appointed to 
inquire into the circumstances of the four prisoners 
reported: The report was amended and accepted, 
and is as follows : 

The committee appointed to take into considera- 
tion the circumstances of four prisoners brought to 


this Congress on the 2d day of June, instant, said to | 


be taken at Dartmouth, since the nineteenth of April 
last, beg leave to report: That it is the opinion of 
this committee, that the said four prisoners, viz. 
Richard Luckus,* mate of the ship Falcon, John Dun. 


kinson, Surgeon’s Mate, Jonathan Lee, and Robert | 


Caddy, be sent to Concord, to the care of the Select 
men of said town, to be there secured, and provided 
for, agreeably to their rank, at the expense of this 
Colony, until they receive some further order from 
this or some other Congress or House of Represen- 
tatives of this Colony. 

NOTE (7.) 

These “two last prizes,” the “two small 
English cruisers,” sent out expressly to take 
Captain Obrian after the capture of the Mar- 
garetta, were no other than the Margarettaand 
one of the two sloops belonging to Ichabod 
Jones, which were seized at Machias on Sun- 
day the Lith of June, the day before that vessel 
was captured. They were taken but once. 
The account of the capture of the three vessels 
was received by the Provincial Congress on 
the 25th of June. On the 26th the following 
resolution, reported by a committee, was adopt- 
ed by that body : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Congress be, 
and they are hereby given to Capt. Jeremiah Obrian, 
and Capt. Benjamin Foster, and the other brave men 
under their command, for their courage and gdod 
eonduct in taking one of the tenders belonging to 
our enemies, and two sloops belonging to Ichabod 
Jones, and for preventing the ministeria] troops be. 
ing supplied with lumber ; and that the said tender, 

* A Mr, Luckus died in Boston, in August, 1775. 


sloops, and their appurtenances and cargoes, remain 
in the hands of the said Captains Obrian and Fos- 
ter, and the men under their command, for them to 
use and improve, as they shall think most for their 
and the public advantage, until the further order of 
this, or some future Congress or House of Represen- 
tatives: and- that the Committee of Safety for the 
western parish in Pownalborough be ordered to con. 
vey the prisoners taken by the said Obrian and Fos- 
ter, from Pownalborough jail to the Committee of 
Safety or Correspondence for the town of Brunswick ; 
and the Committee for Brunswick, to conveyghem to 
some Committee in the county of York ; and so to be 
conveyed from county to county, till they arrive at 
this Congress. 


The prisoners arrived at Cambridge (distant 
“near three hundred and fifty miles ” from 
Machias) on the 1Ith of August. A notice 
of their arrival gives also their number; from* 
which it would seem that the crews of the 
Margaretta and of Jones’ two sloops, did not 
amount, in all, to more than about thirty men, 
officers included: | 

Cambridge, August 17, 1775.—Friday last, was 
conducted to this town, by an escort commanded by 
Captain Melcher, the officers and crews of the armed 
cutters, Margaretta, Diligent, and their tender, taken 
at Machias, together with that noted friend to go. 
vernment, Ichabod Jones, formerly of Boston, and a 
/staunch friend to that infernal traitor to his country, 
|'T, Hutchinson. Captain Moore of the Margaretta 
“was killed in the engagement. Captain Knight, 
| Lieutenant Spry, five Midshipmen and warrant offi. 
cers, together .with seventeen privates belonging to 
the above vessels, we hear were ordered to the more 
interior parts of the Colo 


n 
On the arrival of * prisoners at Cam- 
bridge, the officers were sent to the Council. 
(the General Court being then in session at 
Watertown,) with a letter to Mr. Otis, from 
Adjutant General Gates, dated August 11: 


‘‘ This will be presented to you by Lieutenant John 
Knight, of the Royal navy of England, taken pri- 
soner lately at Machias. In his company are six 
other gentlemen, Midshipmen, and warrant officers. 
The Commander.-in-chief has this moment sent a 
flag of truce to General Gage, to know in what man- 
ner he intends to treat the officers of the army of 
the United Colonies who are so unfortunate as to 
fall into his hands. Upon his answer depends the 
treatment of Mr. Knight and his companions are to 
receive. You shall be advised of General Gage’s an- 
swer the instant it arrives.” 


On the Mth of August they were ordered 
to Northampton jail with the other prisoners, 
Jeneral Gage having refused to admit any 
distinction of rank among the American pri- 
soners in his hands. 

The Assembly agreed on the 21st of Au- 
gust, in compliance with a petition from the 
inhabitants of Machias, to appoint the proper 
officers for two vessels fitted out for their pro- 














Aa 


2 Ae Se Ue et es pay. 


ree 


ae 





147 ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE, 148 











tection; and on the 23d we find “ Captain 
Jeremiah Obrian, appointed commander of 
the schooner Diligent, and. of the sloop Ma- 
chias-Liberty, now lying in the harbor of Ma- 
chias, fixed for the purpose of guarding the 
seacoast.” 

History has rendered full justice to the he- 
roes of‘ Lexington—more than justice to the 
victors at Machias; while the first victory on 
the sea is unnoticed, and the victors, who 
received neither thanks nor rewards, are not 
even named, P. 





Divinc.—The advantage of experience in diving 
will be sufficiently evident from the circumstance, 
that the five guns of the Edgar, obtained at the close 
of the season of 1843, were all sent up by the mili. 
tary divers, whilst the volunteer seamen, who always 
descended at the same time, one of each Service, 
met with none; because, in order to practise the 


“whole of them, eo late in the season, it was found 


necessary to let only one of them dive at a time, 
whilst the others were employed at the air-pumps, or 
in other useful work ; and thus, each seaman, after 
one day’s diving only, had to wait for a fortnight 
until it came to his turn again. In the meantime 
they made themselves masters of all the collateral 
arrangements necessary to enable divers to work 
with safety and efficiency ; and one of them was em. 
ployed in recovering an anchor of No. 4 mooring 
lighter, lost in one of the gales, whilst others were 
practised in passing under the keel and the whole 
bottom of the Success frigate hulk, by means of lon. 
gitudinal and tranverse ropes, led under the bottom 
of that vessel and made fast above, in a judicious 
manner, for this purpose, by Lieut. Hutchinson. This 
year was peculiarly free from accidents, none of the 
men having been hurt, notwithstanding the violence 
of the weather; but one of the volunteer seamen di- 
vers would have been in great danger, as his air-pipe 
slipped off from the air-pump on deck, if every hel- 
met had not now been gggvided with a safety valve 
to prevent the air from Tushing out of the diver’s 
dress, in case this should occur. ‘Two excellent di- 
vers of the Royal Sappers and Miners had been se. 
riously injured from this cause in former years, from 
having worked in helmets without this fitment, 
against which one of the best civil divers employed 
the first year had a prejudice, that caused it to be 
disused, until experience proved the absolute neces. 
sity of it, 

An improvement in the mode of firing submarine 
charges has been made in the course of this season, 
by Lieut. Hutchinson, which consists in using only 
one conducting-wire between one pole of the voltaic 
battery and the charge; whilst, instead of a second 
conducting-wire, two small portions of wire are used, 
one from the centre of the charge of gunpowder to 
the outside of the tin can, or wrought-iron vessel, 
containing it; the other from the second pole of the 
voltaic battery to one or more zinc plates, let into 
the water from the boat or vessel in which the bat- 
tery is placed: so that by this arrangement, the wa. 
ter is made to complete the circuit. Lieut. Hutchin. 
son was induced to try this experiment, from having 
read of not only earth, but water, having been used 
with success, in 1842, as a second conducting-wire 
for completing the voltaic circuit for the purposes of 
an electro-magnetic telegraph, Major-General. Pas. 
ley, after having witnessed repeated experiments, 
approved of this system, as being upon the whole 
much more convenient for submarine explosions, 
though by no means more efficient, than his former 
method.—United Service Magazine. 








WASHINGTON. 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1844. 











The Senate have rejected the nomination of 
the Hon. James M. Porter to be Secretary 
of War. 

The nomination of Captain W. B. Suv- 
Brick as Chief of the Bureau of Provisions 
and Clothing forthe Navy has been confirmed 
by the Senate. 





Lieut. Griuiss has received a letter from 
the artists at Munich, informing him that the 
great telescope for the Observatory was mount- 
ed for regulation on the 5th December last, 
and that as soon as the brass work was polish- 
ed it would be packed and sent to Bremen for 
shipment to the United States. 

The Magnetic Observatory built under the 
direction of Lieut. G has been completed, and 
the instruments mounted for use. 





STEAM AGAINST WIND. 


The following clever reply to Allan Cunning. 
ham’s spirited song, “A Wet Sheet and a Flowing 
Sea,” was handed us, (says the New York Express,) 
by afriend, Itisaclear turning the tables against 
the maintopmast. We understand the inspiration 
which produced it was a visit, a day or two ago, to 
the “ Princeton,” now in our harbor. 


Oh, give me a bunker full of cval, 

An engine new and strong, 

We'll furl our sails—brace up our yards, 

And drive our ship along, 

And drive our ship along— 

Nor ask for favoring gales ; 

But through the tide will swiftly glide. 
Oh, give me a bunker full of coal, 
An engine new and strong, 
We'll furl our sails—brace up our yards, 
And drive our ship along. 


Oh, for a snorting wind right aft, 
I hear the old tars ery ; 

But give to me a head of steam, 
And then our ship will fly, 

And then our ship will fly— 
With the falcon’s speed she'll go; 
Oh, what care we for wind or sea, 
When our steam is not too low. 


Oh, give me a bunker full of coal, &c, 


When our port before us lies, 

Though winds and tides oppose— 

Take off the half-stroke, give her steam, 
_And then right in she goes, 

And then right in she goes ;— 

No sails to back or fill— 

But on her track without a tack, 

She goes where’er we will, 


Oh, give me a bunkor full of coal, &c. 
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Proceedings in Congress. 


SENATE, 
Monpay, January 15, 1844, 


The President pro tem, laid before the Senate a 
report from the War Department, in compliance with 
two several acts of Congress, covering statements of 
all the contracts made by all the bureaus under that 
department for the year 1843, Ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Also, a communication from the War Department, 
transmitting the annual report of the Commissioner 
of Pensions, containing a list of applications for 
pensions, and increase of pensions, whose claims 
were rejected in 1842 and *43. A motion to print 
was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. Hannecan presented a petition, very numer. 
ously signed by citizens of Carroll county, in the 
State of Indiana, praying the establishment of the 





Also, a report from the War Department, trans. 
mitting, in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate of the llth, information of what has been déne 
towards the settlement of the title to the Pea Patch 
island, under the joint resolution of March 3d, 1839, 
and transmitting a report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, a report of the corps of Engineers, and the 
vpinion of the late Attorney General (Mr. Legare) 
upon the subject of said title. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, a motion to print the 
report was submitted to the Committee on Printing. 

Also, a communication from the Navy Depart- 
ment, transmitting a report fom the Commiesioner 
of Pensions, in compliance with a joint resolution of 
1830, showing the rejected applications for navy 
pensions. 

Monpay, January 22, 


Mr. Bavarp, on leave, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion authorizing the investment of the naval hospi- 


Western armory at Pittsburgh, Indiana. Referred | ‘#! fund; which was read twice, and referred to the 


to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Tvespay, January 16. 

Mr. Srurcton presented a petition from a num. 
ber of inhabitan® of the city and county of Phila- 
delphia, asking for an appropriation for the construc- 
tion of a dry-dock at the navy-yard, Philadelphia. 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. Bucnanan and Mr. Crayton also presented 


memorials on the same subject, which were referred | 


te the same committee. , 

Mr. Bayarp offered the following resolution ; which 
was agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di. 
rected to inform the Senate whether, since the 4th 
day of August, 1842, any appointments have been 
made of acting midshipmen, or of masters’ mates, 
under the age of twenty-one years, in the navy of 


the United States; and, if any such appointments» 


have been made, of either class of officers, to state 
by what authority they have been made, the num. 
ber appointed, to what ships they are attached, when 
they were appointed, and the names and ages re- 
spectively of the individuals so appointed. 


Wenpnespay, January 17. 


Mr. Bayarp presented a memorial from a number 
of citizens of Philadelphia city and county, praying 
for an appropriation for the erection and establish. 
ment of a dry.dock at that place. Referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The Prestpent pro tem. Jaid before the Senate a 
message from the President of the United States, 
communicating, from the War Department, the pro- 
ceodings of the court-martial in the case of Lieuten- 
ant B. C. Buell, of the United States army ; which, 
on motion of Mr. Benton, was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


Fripay, January 19. 

The Presipent pro tem. laid before the Senate a 
communication from the War Department, trans 
mitting from the Second Auditor a report exhi. 
biting the expenditures made during the year 1843 


for the contingent expenses of the military establish 
ment. 


Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr, Hanneaan presented a memorial from numer. 
ous citizens of Indiana, praying that the western 
armory may be established at Pittsburg, Indiana, 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 


Tvespay, January 23. 


The Presipent pro tem. laid before the Senate a 
communication from the Navy Department, covering 
reports from the Bureaus of Construction and Repair, 
and of Provision, of contracts made by them the last 
year; which was disposed of by a motion to print 
being referred to the Committee on Printing. 

The Cuarr subsequently stated that it was discov- 
ered the communication was not signed, and that 
there was some other informality; and he suggested 
‘that the motion to print be reconsidered, and that the 
| papers be returned to the department. This sugges- 
‘tion was agreed to. 

Also laid before the Senate a communication from 
the War Department, transmitting (in compliance 
with the resolution of the Senate of the 11th instant, 
calling for the correspondence of General Worth and 
other officers, relative to fortifying the keys and is- 
lands around Cape Florida, and the construction of 
a railroad across the peninsula of Florida) reports 
from the topographical bureau, Adjutant General, 
and Quartermaster General, upon the subject. Or. 
dered to lie on the table. i 

Mr. Bayarp, on leave, introduced a bill providing 
for the establishment of schools of instruction in the 
naval service of the United States; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 





Tuourspay, January 25, 

Mr. Barrow, from a majority of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill to repeal so much of 
the act of 3lst August, 1842, as authorizes the 2d 
regiment of dragoons to be converted into a rifle 
corps; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Monpay, January 29. 


Mr. Foster presented a memorial and resolutions, 





idopted by the legislature of Tennessee, on the sub. 
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ject of the establishment of a naval depot on the 
western waters; which he moved to refer to the 
Naval Committee having charge of the subject, and 
to have them printed. The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Barrow, from the Committee on Military Af. 
fairs, to which was referred the memorial of the 
General Assembly of Missouri, on the subject of es. 
tablishing additional military posts for the defence 
of the western frontier, made an adverse report; 
which was ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. Bayarp presented a petition from sundry citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, praying for an appropriation 
for the erection of a dry-dock at Philadelphia; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Tvrespay, January 30, 


Mr. SempLe submitted the following resolution ; 
which lies one day on the table, under the rule: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be communicated to the Se- 
nate an estimate of what would be the additional ex- 
pense to the Government, of requiring each of the 
armed vessels of the United States attached to the 
Home Squadron to leave New Orleans once a month, 
and visit alternately the principal ports on the east- 
ern shore of the island of Cuba, San Domingo, and 
Porto Rico, thence to sail down the coast of the Car- 
ribean Sea and Gulf of Mexico, touching at the 
principal ports in Venezuela, New Grenada, Guate. 
mala, Mexico, and Texas, and thence return to New 
Orleans by Havana, Matanzas, and Kingston, Ja- 
maica, to Chagres, and back to New Orleans, 

Mr. Breese submitted the following resolution ; 
which lies one day on the table under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of provid- 
ing for the examination of some point at or near the 
confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi- rivers, by 
some competent officer of the navy, to be appointed 
by the President of the United States, and to be as- 
sociated with some skilful officer of the corps of to- 
pographical engineers, to be appointed in like man. 
ner, and to report to the next session of Congress 
upon its advantages and capabilities for a naval de. 
pot and dock-yard; and into the expediency of ap. 
propriating a sum of money for that purpose, equal 
in amount to the sum appropriated for the examina. 
tion of the harbor of Memphis, in Tennessee ; and 
that the said committee be authorized to call before 
them and examine competent civil and other engi- 
neers, acquainted with the locality, as to its capabili- 
ties for such naval depot and dock-yard ; and also that 
they inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
marine hospital at or near said point, and that they 
report by bill or otherwise. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 15, 1844. 


Mr. Evwarv J. Morris moved the following reso- 
lution, which was read; and, objection being made, 
it was laid upon the table one day under the rule: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 
rected to furnish the House with a table of the com- 
parative cost of building ships-of-the-line, frigates, 
steamships, and sloops of war, since 1815, at the 
different navy-yards in the Union. 

Mr. Frencu offered the following resolution ; which 
was adopted : 

Whereas the growing commerce of the West re- 
quires the fostering care of the Government: 

Therefore, resolurd, That the Committee on Naval 
Affairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


of establishing a navy-yard at some eligible point on 
the Ohio or Mississippi rivers, and of connecting 
with it the purchase and manufacture of hemp for 
the navy. 

Mr. McIvaine offered the following resclution ; 
which was read, and debate arising thereon, it was 
laid over under the rule: ~* 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
to report to this House the names and number of the 
graduates of the West Point Academy in each year, 
for the last ten years; what number of the said grad. 
uates passed. into the service of the United States, 
stating which brance of the service ; whether an 
of those so entered into the service of the U. States 
have resigned, and the date of such resignation ; 
also, whether the persons so resigning were under 
orders from the department for active service, and 
the date of such orders. 


Mr. G, W. Jones offered the following resolution ; 
which was laid over: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to report to this House the number of cadets who 
have been admitted atthe Military Academy at West 
Point, since its establishment; how many have re- 
mained the term required by law; how many have 
graduated; how many are now in the military ser- 
vice of the United States, and the grade they respect- 
ively hold; also, the aggregate amount of money 
appropriated to defray the expenses of said Military 
Academy to the present time. 


By Mr. Boyrp: 





Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause this House to be informed, at 
‘jhe earliest practicable day during the present or next 

session of this Congress, what is the aggregate cost 
‘that has been incurred in the construction, and in 
the maintenance, and in the repair of light-bouses, 
| permanent and floating ; iron, or other spindles ; bea- 
_cons construpted of iron, or of other materials ; piers 
of all kinds; seawardly river walls, docks, wharves, 
|breakwaters, and other kinds; quays, dikes, ice. 
‘breakers, breakwaters, buoys, embankments, pave- 
ments, jetties, wing, and other dams; scarpe, dredge, 
snag, and all other kinds of boats used by Govern 

ment officers engaged in making public improvements 
and defences ; bridges, permanent and temporary ; 
calverts, channels, canals, drains, river lake, gulf 
and ccean harbors roadstead ; military post office ; 
Territorial and other roads; tools, instruments, and 
machinery employed in and upon the public works, 

civil, military, and naval; scientific and all other in- 
struments used by engineers, and by other persons in 
the employ of the United States in any capacity ; 
marine hospitals; ship-yards, engine shops, machine- 
shops, rope-walks, and all mechanical establishments, 
and buildings and defences connected therewith; 
distinguishing between the pay of the officers and of 
the mechanics employed therein, from the date of 
their establishment, to the period of the latest returns 
and adding thereto, but distinguishing therefrom, the 
cost of all tools, patterns, models, and machinery of 
every description used by said officers and said me- 
chanics; forts, block-houses, barracks; other forti- 
fications for military purposes; all naval defences, 
from the smallest gun boats to the ship Pennsylva- 
nia inclusive ; distinguishing in the reply hereto, as 
far as practicable, between the cost of the several ob- 
jects included in each of the foregoing items; also, 
between the cost of maintaining and the repairing 
the same; and also designating, as far as practicable, 
the location of the several objects named in the fore- 
gong iinquiries. ‘The answers to go back to the day 
uf the adoption of the Federal Constitution. Also, 
that the President cause this House to be accurately 





' 


> ke. i 
R ty eas RTT we 
aR eee sn a 





anes Raishasit 




















Ee es 





153 AND SCIENTIFIC REPOSITORY. 154 











informed of the cost of all mechanical, scientific, and 
other experiments, tried at different periods, under the 
direction, or with the assent, of the Departments of 
War and of the Navy, at the expense of the United 
States, accompanied with a brief and succinct. ac- 
count of the nature, objects, and result of said ex- 
periments, 





Mr. Winturor moved to amend by adding the fol- 
lowing : 

Resolved, That the execution of this order shall 
not be permitted to interfere with the regular busi- 
ness of the departments, and particularly with the 
preparation of the annual report of commerce and 
navigation, The reselution was jaid over. 


Tuespay, January 16. 


Mr. McKay, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported the following bills; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed : 


A bill making appropriations for the payment of 
revolutionary and other pensioners of the United 
States for the fiscal year ending on the 30th of June, 
1845. 


A bill making appropriations for certain fortifica- 
tions of the United States for the fiscal year begin. 
ning on the lst day of July, 1844, and ending on the 
30th day of June, 1845. 


A bill making appropriations for the naval ser. 
vice for the fiscal year ending on the 30th day of 
June, 1845. 

On motion of Mr, Wise, 


Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 
discharged from the consideration of the resolution 
of the House of the 3d inst., in relation to the con- 
struction of additional iron steamers, and that it do 
lie on the table. 


Tuurspay, January 18. 


The Sreaxer laid before the House the following 
communications. 

A communication from the War Department, in 
compliance with an existing law, giving a statement 
of the 2d Auditor, of the expenditures for the year 
1843, for the Military Academy. 

A communication from the Navy Department, 
transmitting the annual report of the Commissioner 
of Pensions. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, 
in compliance with the 5th section of an act of 
March 3d, 1809, a statement exhibiting the expendi- 
tures made during the year 1843 for the contingent 
expenses of the military establishment, 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, in com. 
pliance with the resolution of 29th May, 1830, trans. 
mitting statements of appropriations for pensions 
which have been made and rejected during the last 
year, 

All these communications were ordered to be laid 
on the table, and to be printed. 

Monpay, January 22. 

Mr. C. Jounson, by leave, introduced the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform this House what persons (and 
giving the name of each) have been appointed by the 























Secretary, or other officers of the Navy, master’s 
mates, and permitted or required to do duty as mid- 


shipmen, since the passage of the law limiting the 
number of midshipmen; and on board what ships of 


vessels they are employed; and that the sailing of 


the frigate Raritan, now ready for sea, be pestponed 
or delayed until the legality of such appointments be 
inquired into, or until the master’s mates, so appoint- 


ed and so acting, be dismissed from on board said 
frigate. 


Mr. Fisa suggested that the resolution should ex- 
tend the inquiry to the expediency of repealing the 
law fixing the present limit to the number of mid- 
shipmen. 


Mr. C. Jonson had no objection, The resolution 
was agreed to. 


Tuespay, JANuary 23. 


Mr. C. M. Reep, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill regulating the appointment of 
commissioned officers in the revenue marine service, 
and to establish courts martial and courts of inquiry 
in said service. Read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the State of the Union. 


Mr. McKay offered the following resolution: 
which were agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to make the following inquiries : 

1. Whether, in consequence of the reduction of 
the rank and file of the army, some of tho officers, 
particularly the supernumerary lieutenants author. 
ized by the act of 29th April, 1812, might not be dis. 
pensed with; and also whether so much of said act 
as authorizes the appointment of said supernumera- 
ries should not be either repealed or its operations 
suspended, until otherwise provided for by law ? 

2. What is the number of small arms that the 
Government has now in its arsenals and depots ; 
what proportion of them are serviceable or not; and 
if, in the opinion of the committee, the present sup. 
ply is equal to what a prudent forecast would re- 
quire the Government to keep, then to inquire whe. 
ther the act of the 23d April, 1808, appropriating 
$200,000 annually for the purpose of procuring 
arms and equipments for the whole body of the mili. 
tia of the United States, might not he repealed or 
suspended, and any future issues of aris to the 
States for the purpose of arming their militia, be 
made of those arms that will be manufactured at the 
national armories. 

3. Whether the number of cadets to be admitted 
into the military academy cannot be reduced, and 
fixed so as (o furnish no more graduates than will be 
sufficient to fill up vacancies in the army as they 
arise; at the same time making provision for the 
admission of a limited number of youths to be edu- 
cated, in part, at their own expense. 

4. Whether the number of horses for which offi. 
cers of the army, and the marine corps are allowed 
to draw forage, or money in liou thereof, under ex- 
isting laws, cannot be reduced ; and, if so, of fixing 
the number suitable to a state of peace. 

5. Whether there is any occasion for the employ- 
ment of wagon masters and forage masters in time 
of peace gggnd, if not, of repealing so much of the 
act of , 1838, as authorizes their appointment. 

6. That said committee inquire into the expedien-. 
cy of repealing all laws now in force allowing brevet 
pay to officers of the army and the marine corps. 
Also, of repealing the laws allowing double rations 
to officers of the army and marine corps for com- 
manding departments and posts, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 
instructed to make the following inquiries: 

1, Whether it is expedient to provide by law for 
a naval peace establishment, designating the number 
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of vessels, and of officers, petty officers, and seamen, 
proper for such an establishmeut. 

2. Whether the complements of crews of vessels 
in commission shall not be less in time of peace than 
of war; and if so, whether the complements, as fix. 
ed by the existing regulations of the department, 
might not be safely reduced. 

3. What has been the annual increase in the num. 
ber of officers of each grade since the 4th March, 
1837; and has it, at any time within that period, 
been unnecessarily large; and can the present num. 
ber, particularly of the higher grades, as command. 
ers and captains, be reduced with safety. 

4. Whether the annual pay of the officers, as fixed 
by the act of the 3d of March, 1835, especially of 
those employed on shore, on leave of absence, or 
waiting orders, can be reduced. 

5. Whether there is any, and what, accountability, 
on the part of storekeepers and others, for the keep. 
ing and disposition of the public property in yards 
and elsewhere; and whether a more perfect system 
of accounting for the same ought not to be establish- 
ed by law. 

6. Whether the number and compensation of 
storekeepers and other officers at the navy-yards 
should not be fixed by law; at the same time provi- 
ding that the storekeepers shall be appointed by the 
President of the United States, by and with the ad. 
vice and consent of the Senate. 

7. Whether the expenses of the several navy-yards 
cannot be reduced, and how far it would contribute 
to that object hereafter to require the public work in 
them to be executed by contract or the job, 


Weropnespay, January 24, 


The bill to authorize the President of the United 
States to direct the transfer of naval appropriationg 


under certain circumstances, was taken up in Com-. 


mittee of the Whole and read. 
After considerable debate the Committee rose, 
without taking any action on the subject. 


Saturpay, January 27. 


The bill for the relief of the widows and orphans 


of the officers and marines of the schooner Grampus, | 


lost at sea, was taken up for consideration in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

A debate ensued upon the proposition of Mr. Hop. 
kins to amend the bill by striking out the provision 
for the relief of the brothers and sisters of the de- 
ceased in case neither the widow, child, or parent of 
the deceased existed. 

The amendment was negatived. 

Mr. Levy moved an amendment so as to make the 
bill applicable to the Sea Gull, one of the vessels ot 
the exploring expedition. 

Mr. Wise recommended the reference of that sub- 
ject to the Naval Comunittee. 

The amendment was negatived. 

Mr. Betser moved to amend by erasing the words 
which gave tothe surviving relatives six months’ pay, 
in addition to the pay fur the time of actual service 


of the deceased. 
Mr. Have moved to amend the bill by striking out 


the enacting clause. 

‘This motion was ruled out of order; and, 

On motion of Mr. Wisz, the committee rose, and 
reported progress. 

Mr. Strives presented a petition of the citizens of 
the county of Cass, in the State of Georgia, praying 
the establishment of a national foundry in the county 


mittee on the National Foundry. 


Monpay, January 29. 
The following resolutions were presented 
By Mr. Levy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
inquire into the propriety of making the usual provi- 
sion for the relief of the surviving representatives of 
the officers and crew lost in the United States scheo- 
ner Sea Gull. Agreed to. . 


By Mr. Rosert Situ : 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
|ing provisions for an examination of the harbors of 
Alion, Chester, and Cairo, in the State of Illinois, 
and St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, in connec- 
tion with the harbor of Memphis, in the State of 
Tennessee, and such other points as they may deem 
|expedient, with a view to ascertain the most eligible 
isite for establishing a naval depot and yard for the 

building and repairing steamships, and other vessels 
' of war. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab. 
lishing a matine hospital at the junction of the Mis- 

Naam igs and Ohio rivers. 


| Mr. Harpin submitted the following joint resolu- 
‘tion, which was read : 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
‘assembled, That there is bereby appropriated the 
j sum of $50,000, to be expended ander the direction 
of the Secretary of the Navy, for the purchase of 
| water-rotted hemp for the use of the navy of the 
| United States; of which sum $30,000 shall be ex. 
pended for hemp grown in the State of Kentucky, 
and the remainder for hemp grown in the States of 
Missouri and Illinois, and the Territory of Iowa. 

Mr. Wm, J. Brown moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by inserting the State of Indiana; but the re- 
solution being objected to, lies over for one day. 

On motion of Mr. Cuitom, 


Resolved That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing, by a general law, for placing all such per- 
sons on the pension roll as in their opinion are en- 
titled to reliet, so as to supersede in future the neces. 
sity of special enactments for the benefit of those 
who have been disabled in the army of the United 
States. 

On motion of Mr, C. Jounson, by leave, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be direct- 
ed to inform this House the quantity of old iron, 
copper, or other materials, which has been collected 
and sold at the several navy yards within the last 
twelve months; at what yard; the amount of sales ; 
whether sold for cash or on credit; the names of the 
purchasers, and their places of residence; and in 
what manner the proceeds have been disposed of ; 
and by what authority, or under what law, the same 
has been done. 

By Mr. Arkinson: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re. 


quested to inform this House what number of ma- 
rines and watchmen are now employed at the re- 
spective navy-yards; whether the watchmen are 
marines or citizens; the amount paid to the wateh- 
men; if citizens, by what authority they are appoint. 
ed, and by whom, and wut of what appropriation are 
they paid, Also, a comparative statement, showing 
the difference between the pay of the watchmen now 
employed and of marines; whether there has been 
property stolen from the navy-yards in consequence, 
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probably, of the want of sufficient guards stationed of naval appropriations from one head to another was 
within the said yards; and what arms,it any, the debated in Committee of the Whole. 


watchmen carry to protect the public property ; what | 


would be the probable cost of transportation of ma- | Mr. Barnaap proposed an amendment, a substitute 


rines from one yard to another to form guards tor |for the bill, appropriating $200,000 for the naval 
sea-going vessels; and what amount of money, if ;8°rVice, for the service of the year, in addition tothe 


any, can be saved by having sufficient guards at the sums already appropriated. This amendment was 
respective navy-yards to meet such emergencies ; | negatived. 


and also whether it would not be cheaper,; : 
safer, and more expedient, to employ marines as The question was then taken on the amendment 


guards at the respective navy-yards, than citizens | Proposed by Mr. Parmenter, as a substitute for the 
as watchinen. Agreed to. bill, in the following words : 
On motion of Mr. Ramsey, That upon the application of the Secretary of the 
Resolved, ‘That the Clerk of the House have iil. Navy, the President of the United States shall have 
lished in pamphlet form for the use of the House, authority to direet “the transfer from unexpended 
five thousand cupies of the pension laws, now in balances of appropriations for the naval service of 
force, with the forms of application, &c. the sum of $200,000, or so much thereof as the pub- 
Mr. Dana presented the following, which lies over: lic service may require, during the present fiecal 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Nawy be re-| year, to the appropriation for the increase, repairs, 
quired to report to this House the number, rank, and | armament, and equipment of the Navy, and wear 
names ol the officers of the navy who are now on| and tear of vessels in commission ;” but no part of 


furlough, the length of time they have been on fur.) . 
lough, te length of time they have been in service, said sum shall be transferred from any unexpended 


and the amount of their pay when on duty and when balance which may be necessary for the purposes for 
on furlough respectively. which it was originally appropriated, nor from any 


By Mr. Ratusun : unex pended balances of appropriations for the respect- 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required ive rea. J yards or docks. P 
to transmit to this House the names and rank of all| his was agreed to, and the Committee rose, and 


officers of the army of the United States absent froin | reported the bill as amended to the House. 

duty, on furlough or otherwise ; the term for which! The question was then about to be taken on its 
such furlough or leave of absence was granted; the engrossinent ; when the House adjourned, 

amount of monthly or yearly pay received by each W ‘onespay, January 31, 

of said officers while so absent from duty, and also oof. , 

the amount of such pay while on duty; and that he} 4 communication was received from the War 
be also required to transmit to this House the names | Department, in answer to a resolution of the House 
and grade of all officers of the corps of topographical | of the 15th instant, relative to the number of cadets 
engineers who are absent on furlough, the time for | a¢ the military academy, &c. Referred to the Com- 


vr way monthly or aunually received by each while mittee on Military Affaire and ordered to be printed. 





on duty. Agreed to. The following is au abstract of the report : 
Mr. Simons offered the following ; which lies over : The number admitted into the institution since its 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instruct. | ¢stablishnent - - : - 2,942 
ed to furnish, in tabular form, for the use of the Of which have graduated ° - 1,206 
House, the salaries or wages, daily, monthly, or Resigned before graduation ° - fl 
yearly paid to the officers, overseers, and laborers, Declined receiving commissions - ° 6 
and the prices paid for job work, in the arsenals and Resigned after receiving commissions 323 


public works under his department in each and dur- Disbanded, dropped, or dismissed, - 33 
ing the years of 1840, ’41, '42, and ’43. ey in service . ° ° il 

Mr. Hate submitted the following; which lies Now i ota - . ° . pom 
over one day : 


Of th in service, th 4 colonels, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs out ee: tad neh ste see ge che © eae 
be instructed to report to this House a bill abolishing qe Seay Jor ae - 


West Point Military Academy. lieutenants, 131 second lieutenants, 70 brevet second 
Mr, Kirkrarnick offered the following, which was | lieutenants, 5 payimasters, and | military storekeeper, 
agreed to : ‘The amount appropriated for the institution since 
its establishinent, for buildings, aan bE 
uired to furnish this House with a copy of the letter Ke. ee “et 7 q ph 
Commodore Charles — tte Secretary For salaries, pay, subsistence, &e, $3,291,501 27 
of the Navy, of the 23d March, 1843, respecting the 
orgusientien of the navy. ; Pa ge $4,002,901 15 
Mr. Hamuin submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs ; 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of report- del phia. 


ing an appropriation for the erection of a fortification ’ 

upon ecehates river, Maine, near Bucksport, upon The Revenue Cutter Taney, Lt. Com g. Sands, 
the site lately purchased by the United States for arrived at Norfolk on Saturday evening last, from a 
that purpose, cruise. In the Bay she fell in with schooner Fair 


Tvuespay, January 30. American, of Hampton, capsized and drifting out 
The bill reported trom the Committee on Naval | the Capes, righted her and towed her into port. The 
Affiirs to authorize the President to make transfers | crew had beon taken off by some vessel. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re. 





Mr. J. E. Morris presented four petitions, nume- 
rously signed, praying Congress to grant an appro- 
priation for a dry dock at the Navy Yard at Phila- 
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| ARMY. 

Second Lieutenant George Meade, corps of topo. 
‘graphical Engineers, relieved from duty upon ‘the 
[northeastern boundary, and ordered to report to Ma- 


jor Bache, corps of topographical Engineers, Phila. 
| delphia. 
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| WVaval Intelligence. 


U.S. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED, 


| he sloop-of-war Preble sailed from Boston on the 
ist instant on special service. The following is a 
| list of her officers : 

| Commander, Thomas W. Freelon; Lieutenants, 
‘James F, Schenck, Geo. A. Prentiss, H. T. Wingate, 
| Chas. W. Pickering ; Acting Master, C, Vanalstine ; 
| Purser, Goo. F. Sawyer; Passed Assistant Surgeon, 
|S. Wilson Kellogg; Passed Midshipman, Henry A. 
| Clemson; Midshipmen, W. E. Hopkins, H. G. D. 
Brown, Hunter Davidson; Acting Midshipmen, Ed. 
| ward G. Reynolds, Thomas T. Houston, Clement D. 
'Hebb; Gunner, Benjamin Banker ; Boatswain, Sa. 





* | muel Drew ; Carpenter, John A. Dickason ; Sailma- 


_ker, Samuel B. Banister; Captain’s Clerk, Charles 
C. Parker; Purs>r’s Clerk, T. D. Burnham. — 

| Brig Truxtun arrived at Philadelphia on the 24th 
January. 

Hlome Squapron.—Sloop-of.war Vincennes arrived 
at Vera Cruz on the 28th December, from a cruise 
in the Gulf of Mexico. 

MepirerrangaN Squapron.—The frigate Cumber- 
land arrived at Gibraltar previous to the 23d of De. 
cember. 

The Delaware was expected to sail for the United 
States as soon as the Cumberland should arrive at 
Mahon, 

Braziz Squapron.—The frigate Congress had 
sailed from Gibraltar previous to the 23d of Decem- 
ber, to exchange with the frigate Columbia. 

The brig Pioneer, store-ship, will sail from Norfolk 
early in the present month. 


Pacivic Squapron.—The sloop-of-war John Ad- 
ams and Levant were at Rio on the 23d November, 
on their way out. 

Store-ship Erie arrived at Honolulu September 
llth, 31 days from Callao. 

East Inpia Squapron.—The frigate Brandywine 
had been at Bombay about a week, on the 31st Oc. 
tober, after a passage of eighty days from Rio Janei- 
ro. All well. 

Arrican Squapron,—The frigate Macedonian, and 
| Sloops Suratoga and Decatur, sailed from Port Praya, 
(Cape de Verd,) Oct. 14, for the coast of Africa, and 


the brig Porpoise on the 12th Nov. for ‘Teneriffe. 


| —— ———- | 
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AGENCY FOR CLAIMS AT WASHINGTON.-—The Un- 

dersigned offers his services as Agent for Claims upon either 

| of the Departments or Congress, 

| articular attention will be paid to the settlement of accounts 
of disbursing Officers, who may find itineonvenient to attend per- 

| sonally ; especially those of the Navy. His experience and prac- 

| tical knowledge wall afford many facilities, 

| Charges will be moderate and regulated by the amount claimed 

i and the extent of services required. Communications (post paid) 
wil receive immediate attenuon, 


CHAS. DE SELDING, 
Office, Sixth-street, neat to corner of F. 

References.--Commodore Charles Stewart, Commodore John 
Downes, A. O, Dayton, Esq., 4th Auditor, Treasury Department; 
A. T. Smith, Esq., Chict Clerk, Navy Department; John C. 
Rives, Esq., Washington; John Boyle, Esq., Washington; James 
Hoban, Esq.,Washington; Chas. O. Handy, Esq., Purser, U.S. N.; 
John De Bree, Esq., Purser, U. S. N.; RK. R, Waldron, Esq., 
Purser U. S N.;Saini,P. Podd, Esq., Purser, U. S.N, 

Jan l—ly. 





[TF PRINTING of every description promptly 
and neatly executed at this office, 
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